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Date: 3'd October,2025
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As you are aware, air pollution is a critical public health concem with significant short+erm

and long-term effects on human health. Both outdoor and household sources of air pollution
contribute to a wide spectrum ofhealth issues, ranging from respiratory and cardiovascular diseases
to adverse matemal and child health outcomes. Vulnerable populations such as children, women, the
elderly, and individuals with pre-existing health conditions are at a heightened risk of its harmfut
effects.

2. Under the National Programme on Climate Change and Human Health (NpCCHH), capacity
building of community-level health functionaries has been identified as a key priority to address
these concems.

3. In this regard, the Climate Change Division, MoHFW, in collaboration with NHSRC, has
developed a Handbook for ASHAs on Air Pollution and its Impact on lrealth. The objective of
this handbook is to equip ASHAs with a fundamenta[ understanding of air pollution, its sources,
health impacts, practical messages and communication tools to educate households and commtrnities
on protective and preventive measures which will enable ASHAs in mobilizing behaviour change
towards cleaner and healthier living environments. Please refer Annexure t for Detailed Handbook.

4. It is requested to kindly disseminate the contents ofthe Handbook to ASHAS through distnct
and block-level functionaries in the StateruT and ensure its integration into the ongoing cascade
model oIASHA capacity-building initiatives.

5. I look forward to your kind cooperation in strengthening community-level awareness and
action against air pollution.

tl]l.+n-

Yours sincerely,

I
(Saurabh Jain)

Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary/Secretary (Health)-AIl StatesruTs

#Stop Obesity
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Mission Director (NHM)- All StatesruTs
ST.PPS to AS & MD (NHM)
PS to JS (vJ)
ED,NHSRC
Director (NHM-IV)
Deputy Secretary (M{M-II)
Director NCDC, MoHFW
Additional Director (Climate Change), NCDC, MoHFW
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