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Richard A. Cash, MD, MPH is Director of the Program on Ethical Issues in International 

Health Research in the Department of Population and Global Health at the Harvard 

School of Public Health (HSPH). Currently he is in India as a Visiting Professor at the 

Public Health Foundation of India. As Director of the Program on Research Ethics he has 

overseen the training of international fellows, co-directed a summer workshop at HPSH 

on research ethics, and been involved in conducting over 45 workshops on research ethics 

in 11 countries.  He’s the co-editor of the WHO publication “Casebook on Ethical Issues 

in International Health Research”.  Dr. Cash began his career in international health 45 

years ago at what is now the ICDDR,B in Dhaka, Bangladesh where he and colleagues 

conducted the first clinical trials of Oral Rehydration Therapy (ORT) in adults and 

children. Other studies included the first field trials of ORT and the use of amino acids as 

substrates Throughout his career, he has worked on international health programs that 

stressed implementation, training, and capacity building.  He presently has visiting 

faculty appointments at the Achutha Menon Centre in Trivandrum, the James P. Grant 

School of Public Health at BRAC University in Dhaka, the University of Nagasaki, and 

PHFI.  Recently he and his colleagues published “From One to Many:  Scaling Up Health 

Programs in Low-Income Countries” and “Making Tuberculosis History” which 

described a DOTS program that covers a population of 100 million.  In January 2007, he 

was presented the Prince Mahidol Award in Public Health given by Thailand for his work 

on ORT and in 2011 he received the Fries Prize for Improving Health.   

 

 

 


